Socio-Behavioral Characteristics of Men and Women Living with HIV/
AIDS with 50 years or more in Southern Brazil

Abstract

Socio-behavioral characteristics of men and women aged 50 years and older living with HIV/AIDS in Southern Brazil are
described. Participants were 104 people living with HIV/AIDS recruited in health centers who answered a questionnaire
comprising queries on socio-demographic characteristics; routes of HIV infection; HIV/AIDS knowledge; and sexual
behavior/substance use. Bivariate analyses were performed to test for associations between socio-behavioral variables and
sex. Women reported lower incomes, less schooling, and an inactive employment status. Men reported more often to be
single while women, married or widowed. Sexual relations were the main route of infection. Men reported earlier sexual
debut and a greater number of casual partners within the last year. STDs were more prevalent among men. Women reported
less condom use with the last partner. Men and women are differently exposed to HIV. Women seem to be more exposed to
social factors while men seem to be more vulnerable to behavioral ones.
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